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By Joanne Beok
jbeck@batavianaws.com
BATAVIA — Residents
will get a chance to ask
questions and weighinona
proposed $3.15 million
project at Masse Place.
After more than 45 min-
utes of discussion Monday,:
City Council agreed to the
next step of setting a hear-
ing at 5 p.m. April 22 in the
Council Board Room, sec-:
ond floor, City Hall. The
hearing is required as patt -
of the application process.
People can ask questions
about the city’s intent to
apply for a $2.5 million
Restore New Yol grant to
demolish a portion of

" Masse Place and renovate

- the area for future business.

“Tt would really open up
that area and increase the
tax base of the community,”
consultant Stu Brown said
during council’s conference
session. “It’s something thie

. city should look hard at.”

Estimated to cost some
$3.15 million, the project
would not cost city taxpay-
ers any money, city offi-

| cials said. That's because

the city would commit
about $50,000 of in-kind
services (inspections, site
plan reviews, managing the
grant), City Manager Jason
Molino said. The Batavia
Development Corp., 4 non-

: profit group that oversees
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Nick Serrata/For The Daily News

speaks at Monday’s City Councli meeting about tha
proposed redevelopment of Masse Place.

low-interest loans to local
busifesses, would put up
$200,000 toward the pro-
ject and the developer,
Joseph L. Mancuso &
Sons, has promised to
invest another $400,000.
The $2.5 million Restore
New York grant would
cover the balance.

Brown said the city did
not meei one “criteria of
distress” to be considered
for the grant. Of the three
levels of slight, moderate
and significantly  dis-
tressed, Batavia did not
meet any of those levels, he

- said. With no “distress

points in your favor” he
encouraged city officials to
invest more than the
required 10 percent of the
geant to help the city’s
chances of getting the
money. Officials said they
didn’t have an exact per-
centage, but it would be
more about 20 to 235 per-
cent with the city’s
$50,000, BDC’s $200,000
and the  developer’s
$400,000.

The initial phases would
focus on creating sites for
future businesses, with a
possible long-term plan to
then offer housing in the

See Masse — page A-2
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